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Background

A When teaching a Foreign Language,we often
dependon coursetextbooksdevelopedby others.

A Theseare generallydevelopedfor a genericlearner,
andmaynot specificallyfit our own learners
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Background

A In relation to a particular mother-tongue group, a
Foreign Languagecourse designedfor the generic
learnerwill spendtoo muchtime on someareas,and

not enoughtime on neededareas

A As language teachers, we need to save time by
focusingmainly on those aspectsof the FLthat are

problematicfor our languagdearners

E.g., for Spanish
Decir-> Sayor Tell?
Actualmente —H» Actually
Lasociedadactual —k»  TheSocietytoday




Background

A We need to discoverthe real needsof our
own students,or studentsin similarlearning
contexts

A One way of doing this:
AnalysingLearnerCorpora

A Lookingat the languagestudentsproduce,to
seewhat real problemsthey are having



Analysis Is not enough!!!
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Aims of Talk

Al will show how Corpus Linguisticscan be
usedto improve ForeignLanguageleaching
(FLT)

A | will start with LearnerCorpora

Al will then discussvarious ways in which
Native corporacanbe usedin FLT



The TRREAC EERraject

A Project TREACLE

Teaching _
Resource Of f i ci ®evelopgingare : i
Extractionfrom an  annotated corpus of learner
Annotated English for pedagogical
Gorpusof applicationo
Learner

BEnglish

A A cooperation between:
UniversidadAutonomade Madridand
UniversitatPolitécnicade Valencia

A Funded by the Spanish Ministerio de Cienciae Innovacion
(FF2009-14436FILQ

A RunsJanuary2010¢ December2012



1. What is a corpus?
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I | Metadata Information
the text, who
when, under what
what it is about, etc.
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1. What is a corpus?

A A corpus is usually annotated with
linguisticinformation.

A Theactuallinguisticinformation annotated
dependson what you are studying

A Typical
I Partof Speech(POS)

I Syntax/Grammar

I Discoursge.g., speechacts,genericstructure,
etc.)



1. What is a corpus?

A Native Corpus a corpusof texts produced

by native spea
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I Good for studying norms in native speakers
that learnersmight approximate

A Learner Corpus a corpus of texts
producedby learnersof alanguage

I Goodfor studyingwhat learnersactuallydo.






